18                       SHORT STORIES

this beauty  and  desired  to  win Girijavve and
make her his own.

All necessary arrangements for the obsequies
of the dead chieftain were made. Lakumavve
declared that she would ascend the husband's
funeral pyre. Girijavve said: "You are the head
of the household now. You have to bring up the
child and put him, when grown up, on the gadi.
You have the ability to do it, not I. You should
live. I shall ascend the funeral pyre.'* The two
queens fought for the privilege of burning with
the husband's corpse : the elder saying that she
was elder and therefore the right was hers, and
the younger urging that the elder as the head of
the household should live, and that she, the
younger, as she was no one in particular, could
be spared. Finally, the younger queen said : " You
may do what you like. If you remain, I may
remain also ; but if you go, I shall certainly not
stay behind." By this time the leaders of the
people intervened and begged that neither queen
should ascend the funeral pyre. Both should
live and bring up the young prince. The Mahratta
commander made the same suggestion. Finally,
talk of either queen burning on the funeral
pyre was dropped and the ceremonies of the day
concluded*